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FREE ENQUIRY 


ASSERTED. 


9 HOUGH a Friend to Man- 
kind would wiſh that Truth 
4p 8 ſhould aniverſally prevail; yet 
ſome Good, at leaſt, grows 
out of that Diver/ity of Opinions which 
ſubſiſts amongſt us, as they afford a 
larger Field for the Exerciſe of thoſe ra- 
A 2 tional 


tional Powers which God has given us, 
and the Practice of a moſt ſabſtantial 
Virtue, I mean, that of CH ARIT y and 
Benevolence towards thoſe who differ 
from us. | | 


And, to the Honour of the Chriſtian 
Religion, her very Enemies muſt own, 
that it does not more frequently recom- 

mend a Spirit of Enquiry, than a Spirit 
of Peace and Moderation. Judge not, 
ſays the divine Author of our Religion, 
tat you be not judged; and, Who art 
toou, ſays St. Paul, that judgeſt another 
Man's Servant ? to his own Maſter he 
ftandeth or falleth, Had theſe Laws of 
Truth and Candour (not to ſay of com- 
mon juſtice and Equity) been ſufficiently 
attended to, by the Author of a late Pam- 
phlet, called an Addreſs to the Public, I 
ſhould have had no Controverſy with 
him ; for I muſt own, he has touched 
upon ſome Abuſes, which every Well- 
wither to the Community would gladly 
ſee 


(-3] 

ſee redrefled. But when, for Reaſons 
beſt known to himſe!f, the Public Ear 
has been, in one Particular, moſt egregi- 
ouſly abuſed ; when a certain uſeful and 
inſtructive Inſtitution has been traduced 
and loaded with moit opprobrious Terms; 

when a Society, founded upon the Plan 
of the good and judicious Mr. Lock x, 
for the Inveſtigation -of Truth (and 
where the Friends of Revelation pre- 
ſume themſelves to be at leaſt a ſuffici- 
ent Match for its Enemies) has been re- 
preſented by him as a School of diabolical 
Tenets, and Nurſery of Inſidelity; nay, 
more, when the ſecular ARM is call- 
ed in; and unleſs Zhat ſhall be fo 
complaiſant to our Author, as to in- 
terpoſe in his Quarrel, 'tis infinuated, 
that Me have no King in Iſrael, and that 
the Chriſtian Faith has loſt its Defender: 
It may be thought (on ſo bold an At- 
tack) ſome Anſwer might, in Reaſon, be 


expected from us, leſt our Silence ſhould 
| be 
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(6) 
be conſtrued to ariſe from a Senſe of 
Guilt. | 


Though after all, perhaps, it would 
have been better to treat a Charge of this 
Nature with a generous Contempt. But, 
be that as it will, I'll venture to lay a ſhort 
Sketch of this Aſſembly before the Pub- 
lic, together with its original Foundation, 
and Detail of Hiſtory, that ſhe may 
not want for Materials, by which to 
judge, whether it deſerves that Character 


which this anonymous Writer has 


thought fit to give of it. 


About ninety, or a hundred Years ago, 
(for we can trace our Annals ſo far back) 
{ome very ſerious and pious Chriſtians 
reſolved to meet, once a Week, to conſi- 
der ſome Portion of Scripture for their 
mutual Improvement. And, preceding 
ſuch Examination, one of them put up a 
Prayer to God, the Fountain of all Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, for his Guidance 

and 


FFI 

and Direction, and at the Concluſion 
they ſung a Pſalm, and then finiſhed with 
a Prayer, After which they adjourned 
to ſome Public Houſe near the Place 
Where they met, and that Scripture-Verſe 
or Paragraph, which they had agreed to 
examine, was read in Form, and as 
many, as choſe, ſpoke their Sentiments 
upon it. : 


And in this Manner was our Reſearch 
carried on, when I firſt became acquaint- 
ed with the Society; and continued ſo 
till within ten or twelve Years ſince, 

when the following Incident occaſioned 
ſome Alteration in it. 


Until this ia ab all the Mem- 
bers were ſtrict Calviniſts; but our fre- 
quent Debates, on the Opinions of Armi- 
. mus, induced ſome of the Company to 

heſitate, and, in Proceſs of Time, we 
began to differ ſo much, as made our 
Meetings not ſo harmonious as before. 
And 
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And what increaſed theDifference great- 
ly was, that ſome few of our Mem- 
bers were not of the ſame Opinion with 
the reſt in the Doctrine of the TRIxI- 
TY. 

Theſe Difſereriees ah: occa- 
fioned a Separation, which continued for 
ſome Time. To prevent which Incon- 
venience for the future, we unanimouſ- 
ly agreed, that every Perſon ſhould be at 
full Liberty to propoſe and debate- any 
Queſtion relating to theſe Subjects, with- 


out being cenſured by thoſe who differed 
from him. Thus the Spirit of Liberty 


was on the Riſe among ourſelves; and, 
not long after, ſome of thoſe who had 
revolted from us, and eſtabliſhed another 
Society, conſidering both the Fitneſs 
and Equity of this Reſolution, joined 
us again, and the other Meeting broke 

From this Time our Debates were 


not confined to Scripture-Paſſages, but 
were 


ü were n more 1 and, in Conſequence 
of this, our Members alſo began to in- 
creaſe ; particularly many of the Romiſh 
Perſuaſion attended, which naturally 
turned our Thoughts, for ſome Time, 
upon thoſe Points of Difference, wilt 
occaſioned a Separation from that Church. 
And our Debates upon theſe Subjects 
continued to be fairly and candidly ma- 
naged there for ſuch Time as the Roman . 
Catholicks thought fit to give their Atten- 
dance; but by degrees they almoſt entirely 
left us, for what Reaſon is beſt known to 
themſelves; it might, perhaps, be thought 
a piece of Vanity, if I ſhould ſuggeſt, 
that the Arguments urged in favour of 
Proteſtantiſm baffled all their Expecta- 
tion of making Proſelytes. 


It may not be amiſs to obſerve by 
the Way, that, during all this Time, not 
one ſingle Deiſt appeared among us; 
we ſeem to owe their Introduction to the 
Publication of a Pamphlet, called, he 
| B Exa- 


(263 
Examination of the Tryal of the Witneſ- 
ſes of the Reſurrection of Jeſus; ſince 
which we muſt confeſs we have had the 
Attendance of ſeveral, who are not ſa 
good Friends to Revelation as we could 
with, though I think their Number 
has of late decreaſed. And J ſuppoſe it 
muſt have been ſome Tndecencies of Ex- 
preſſion, coming from his Quarter, which 
our Author had in View. 


But I leave it to the Public to deter- 
mine, with what Truth and Juſtice theſe 
can be imputed to the whole Body, when 
ſo often proteſted againſt by it, and when 
ſcarce a Night paſſes over but from va- 
rious Perſons, both within and without 
the Pale of the Church of England, 
many Things are advanced in behalf of 
our common Chriſtianity, and to refute 
the Objections that are raiſed againſt it. 


[ | We have again and again informed 
[ 1 the Deiſis, that tis not Words but Rea- 
4 Nat; 


N 


E 

fons ; not Sounds but Senſe, that we ex- 
pect at their Hands; and that after all 
which may be ſaid in favour of free De- 
bate, and private Judgment, no Law, 
whether Divine or Human, will juſtify 
them, if they violate the Rules of De- 
cency and Good-breeding when oppoſing 
the Religion of their Country. 


Who would have thought, that an 
Aſſociation, formed upon ſo good and 
uſeful a Plan as this, ſhould have been 
dreſſed up in ſuch black and formidable 
Colours, as is done in the following Pa- 
ragraph ? 


« The Agents for Infidelity truſt not 
ce to Books alone for the Succeſs of their 
% Doctrine, they have their Sermons 
ce advertiſed weekly to ſupport it; they 
have Schools for teaching their diabòo- 
ce ical Tenets, opened almoſt every 
“Night at Public Houſes ; at one of 
*© which, held every Monday Night at a 

1 4 « Pub- 
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Public Houſe near the 7. emple, I have 
heard ſuch horrid Blaſpbemies uttered, 


as have made even Libertines ſhudder, 


and in any other Chriſtian Country 
muſt have met with certain DEATH. 


Whilſt ſuch Places as theſe are ſuffered, 
I muſt fay, with, his Lordſhip, one 
would think there was no King in 
Ijracl. Surely, if his Lordſhip and 


the reſt .of the Right Reverend the 


Biſhops would addreſs the Throne, 


© the Chriſtian Faith would FIND her 


Defender.” 


The aforeſaid Account of our Plan 


and Proceedings (I flatter myſelf ) has 
already ſatisfied every impartial Reader 
of the Groſſneſs and Iniquity of ſuch a 
Charge : But no Wonder this Author 
thould make ſo free with us, when his 
raſh and intemperate Zeal has not ſpared 


the Perſon of our moſt gracious KING 
himſelf. 


His 


O01 
- His Title, as Defender of the Faith 
(it ſeems) is now at Stake, and he is no 
longer a King in Tſrael, unleſs he em- 
ploys his Power, as this Pamphleteer 
would, have him, in ſuppreſſing a truly 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Society. I ſhould 
not have wondered to hear a Thomas 4 
Becket, or any other Factor for the See 
of Roux, aſſume this Style, there 
having been a Time, when it might have 
been uſed with ſome Succeſs, But our 
Kings of late underſtand the true END 
of Government better, i. e. not to 4½ 
turb, but - defend their Subjects Rights; 
and, inſtead of becoming themſelves the 
Tools of Bigotry and Perſecution, to diſ- 
arm theſe fierce and ſavage Beaſts of their 
Fangs and Claws, and ſo maintain the 
public Peace, amidſt all that Diverſity of 
Opinions which are found amongſt us. 


But as in Juſtice to the Truth, and the 
Public both, I thought myſelf obliged 
to vindicate the Society; I ſhall now in 
x favour 
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(1) 
favour of theſe free Debates beg Leave | 
to. _ a few Remarks, 


— 


@- 


The RIP Author of Nature, having 
how us certain Powers and Faculties, 
whereby we. are enabled to judge be- 
tween Truth and Error, we conceive it 
our Duty to apply theſe Powers to that 
generous Uſe for which they were de- 
ſigned. Yet farther, May we not rea- 
ſonably expect that this very Enquiry af- 
ter Truth ſhould be of ſome Service to 
us, in order to our Advancement in Vir- 
tue? As it has a moſt apparent Ten- 
dency to promote a Spirit of Integrity 
and Impartiality, and above all the Spi- 
rit of Charity; for it ſhould be obſer- 
ved, there is not only a natural Inqus/i- 


trveneſs in Mankind, but alſo a natu- 


ral Sangurneſs to ſupport their reſpective 
Tenets ; and hence, for want of attend- 
ing to that common Right, which every one 
has of thinking for himſelf, infinite Un- 
Charitableneſs, harſh Cenſure, moroſe or 


(25) 


ſhy Behaviour, have moſt unhappily er f 
vailed. 


Now whatever tends to baniſh this 
narrow and wnſocial Spirit out of the 
World, muſt be allowed greatly benefi- 
cial to Mankind in common. And in 
this Light I truſt our Aſſociation will be 
regarded by all, who conſider our Plan, 
and how every Member has an equal 
Right to propoſe a Queſtion, and to de- 
fend it; and that neither Party are al- 
lowed to uſe any perſonal Reflection, 
nor can, conſiſtently with our Conſtitu- 
tion, refer ever to Who, but always to 


What was ſaid. | 


Beſides, we apprehend that wherever 
this Spirit of Liberty is diſcouraged, a 
Door is opened for the Admiſſion of e- 

very Error. In Proof of which I need 
only appeal to the now preſent State of 
Religion in ſome poreign Countries, 
where our Author's Principle of calling 
in 


(6) 


in the ſecular um 18 received, and his 


campendious Way of deciding Controver- 
ſies by Fines and Penalties is preferred to 
a free Proteſtant Debate and rational 
Enquiry, x e 


As Protęſtants and Diſſenters from 


the Church of Rome, we are obliged to a 


admit the Right of private Judgment, in 
Oppoſitton to our receiving any Thing for 
true, on the Credit of the Pope, as the 


infallible Judge; or (as others of that 


Communion expreſs themſelves) on the 
Judgment of the Pope, in Conpurition 
with a Council of Biſhops. | 


And, if this is not td. "= can 


the great and honeſt Wicklif, Luther, 


Calvin, and indeed the whole Body of 
Reformers be juſtified ? 


Did they diſſent without Enquiring ? 
And, if they made free to examine for 


themſelves, * they not by neceſſary 
. Con- 


(7 1 
Conſequence, aſſert the Right of every 
Maw to do r for comes 7 = 


- Beſides, 1 we „ahn Tafaibilicy to 
reſide: in no Man, or Body of Men, a- 
grecable to the 19th and 21ſt Articles of 
the Church of England; then (accord- 
ing to the Sentiment of that great Rea? 
ſoner Mr.Chillingworth) the BIB L E alone 
is the Religion of Proteſtants, and the 
ſole Standard for their Faith and Prac- 
tice. To examine therefore is moſt ap- 
parently every Man's Privilege and Du- 
ty both; and if tis done with Care, and 
ſincere Veneration for Truth; if we ho- 
neſtly endeavour to avoid every Error, 
we may be aſſured, whatever is the Re- 
ſult of our Enquiry, we ſhall not at the 
Bar of God ſtand chargeable with volun- 
tary Ignorance, and criminal Miſtake. 


But if we reſt our Faith on human 
Authority, if we refuſe to think and 
judge for ourſelves, it muſt be well 
ore E worth 


(8) 
worth our while to pauſe a little, and 
conſider, whether, at the grand Au pi r, 
the Enquiry will turn merely on the 
Truth and Falſhiood of our Opinions, 
or (conſidering the Powers and Faculties 
which Gop has given us) in what Way 
and upon what Foundation they were re- 
ceived and maintained. — What hath 
been already ſaid, in favour of private 
Judgment, may ſuggeſt a good Reaſon 
for the Uſefulneſs: of ſuch Societies as 
ours. Since it cannot be more evident, 
that we ought to enquire, than that we 
ought alſo to uſe the Means for Informa- 
tion; and I am inclined to think every 
unbyaſſed Reader will admit this for 
one; eſpecially when conſidering, how 
in ſo mixed a Company, and of ſo large 
a Number, 'tis highly probable, that ma- 
ny (if not moſt) of the Objections, that 
may be urged on any Side, together with 
the proper Anſwers, will be ſtarted there. 


And 


£93 
And let meobſerve by the bye, that we 
receive no ſmall Benefit from thoſe who 
are profeſſed Unbelievers; ſince ſome of 
the Objections they make to Revelation 
are ſuch as an honeſt and impartial Mind 
would naturally ſuggeſt; which Circum- 
ſtance excites us to a more diligent En- 
quiry into the Scriptures, and by that 
Means enables us to give a good Reaſon 
of the Hope that is in us. 


My Readers (I am perſuaded) will 
not be at a Loſs to determine, whether 
that Man's Religion is ſo eafily under- 
mined, who has been apprized of all the 
Objections that have been made to it, 
and is ſupplied with the proper Anſwers, 
as his who never dared (though ſupport- 
ed with good Confederates) to venture 
himſelf among Infidels, and has cauti- 
ouſly avoided knowing their Objections ; 
and yet (through our ordinary Connec- 
tions and Intercourſe with one another) 
tis ſcarce poſſible but ſometimes he may 

C 2 unhappily 
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worth our while to pauſe a little, and 
conſider, whether, at the grand AupirT, 
the Enquiry will turn merely on the 
Truth and Falſhood: of our Opinions, 
or (confidering the Powers and Faculties 
which Gop has given us) in what Way 
and upon what Foundation they were re- 
ceived and maintained. — What hath 
been already ſaid, in favour of private 
Judgment, may ſuggeſt a good Reaſon 
for the Uſefulneſs of ſuch Societies as 
ours. Since it cannot be more evident, 
that we ought to enquire, than that we 
ought alſo to uſe the Means for Informa- 
tion ; and I am inclined to think every 
unbyaſſed Reader will admit zhzs for 
one; eſpecially when conſidering, how 
in ſo mixed a Company, and of ſo large 
a Number, tis highly probable, that ma- 

ny (if not moſt) of the Objections, tliaat 
may be urged on any Side, together with 
the proper Anſwers, will be ſtarted there. 


And 
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And let meobſerve by the bye, that we 


receive no {mall Benefit from thoſe who 
are profeſſed Unbelievers ; fince ſome of 
the Objections they make to Revelation 
are ſuch as an honeſt and impartial Mind 
would naturally ſuggeſt ; which Circum- 


ſtance excites us to a more diligent En- 


quiry into the Scriptures, and by that 
Means enables us to give a good Reaſon 
of the Hope that 1 16 in us. 


2 My Readers (I am perſuaded) will 
not be at a Loſs to determine, whether 
that Man's Religion is ſo eaſily under- 
mined, who has been apprized of all the 
Objections that have been made to it, 
and is ſupplied with the proper Anſwers, 
as bis who never dared (though ſupport- 
ed with good Confederates) to venture 
himſelf among Infidels, and has cauti- 
ouſly avoided knowing their Objections ; 
and yet (through our ordinary Connec- 
tions and Intercourſe. with one another) 
tis ſcarce poſſible but ſometimes he may 
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th) 
unbappily fall into their Hands: And 
how his Faith, when thus defrauded of its 
proper Supports, will ſtand the Shock 
deſerves Conſideration. 


But, 3 we diſmiſs the Subject, 
I muſt ſuggeſt another Reaſon, that may 
be drawn from one remarkable Circum- 
ſtance belonging to the Cauſe of Deiſin 
itſelf; I mean, that her chief Strength 
conſiſts not ſo much in oppoſing the 
Scripture Doctrine, as thoſe Miſconſtruc- 
tions, which ſome Profeſſors of Chriſtia- 
nity themſelves have put upon it. 


And if fo, Is it not reaſonable to be- 
lieve that, by encouraging a Freedom of 
Debate, we may call off the De:/ts from 
this falſe Scent, and give them to under- 
ſtand the true State of the Controverſy 
between them and us, which is too of- 
ten overlooked by the profeſſed Writers 
on that Side of the Queſtion ? 


We 


We may, and 1 hope already have, , 
convinced them, that ſome exceptiona- 
ble Tenets, which they confound with 
Chriſtianity itſelf, are no Part of the 
Scripture Doctrine, but have crept in 
from another Quarter. Our Aſſembly 
has ſufficiently experienced this Truth, 
that the moſt ſpecious Arguments of the 
| Deifts againſt Revelation are drawn from 
ſome vulgar Errors not yet thrown off ; 
and, in farther Confirmation of this Fact, 
I will refer my Reader to Chriſtianity as 
old as the Creation ; and to a later Book, 
called, Chriſtianity not founged on Argu- 
ment. 


Upon the Whole, in a free Country 
(fuch as ours is) tis ſcarce poſſible to ſup- 
poſe, but there will be many profeſs d Un- 
believers; and when one conſiders, how 
they truſt not to Books alone, for the Pro- 
pagation of their Opinions, but that in 
Converſation they will (and actually do) 
endeavour to ſeduce others: What Friend 

of 
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of Revelation can be an Enemy to that 
Society, which, if not able to convert 
them, may, at leaſt, prevent others from 


being led aſide by them? Bi nt 9 


The Clergy, good and uſeful as == ap 
are, are not in all Companies; nor do 
all of them make the Defence of Reve- 
lation their Study, ſo as ſufficiently to ſe- 
cure their Flocks from the Annoyance of 
theſe Men. — But be that as it will, ſure- 
ly, if we endeavour to do it, we cannot 
but hope for their good Wiſhes, as being 
embarked in the ſame good Cauſe in com- 
mon with them. 


To conclude, Whoever, upon the 
good old Proteſtant Principles, would en- 
courage a Freedom of Enquiry, in Oppo- 
ſition to all Dependence on Human Au- 
thority ; whoever cultivates that Love 
and Veneration for Tru TH, as to be 
willing to follow het wherever ſhe leads; 


whoever is ſo ſtaunch a Friend to VIR- 


VE, 


"Tg = 3) 
Tux, as to Mens e clear and afſers 


her native Dignity and Excellence, or is 
inclined to defend RxvxL Ar 10 itſelf, 
upon thoſe common Principles on which 
all Religion is built, and on which a- 
lone it can ſtand, ſhould not diſcounte- 


- nance a Society of this Kind, whoſe chief 


Aim and Ambition is to act upon this 


truly generous and noble Plan; and 
where (beſides the many nr 


Things advanced in favour of all true 


Piety and Virtue) even the Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity are not denied the double 


Satisfaction, firſt of ſtating their Objec- 


tions in their fulleſt Force, and then hear- 


ing them as fairly diſcuſſed and anſwered. 
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